CHAPTER VI

1VENTS followed their due course.
Monsieur Bergeret continued to
look for a flat; it was his sister
who found one. Thus the positive
mind has the advantage over the
speculative mind. It must be admitted that
Mademoiselle Bergeret made an excellent choice.
She was lacking neither in experience of life
nor in common sense. Having been a governess,
she had lived in Russia, and had travelled about
Europe. She had observed the manners and
customs of the different nations. She knew the
world, and that helped her to know Paris.

"That's it," she said to her brother, stopping
before a new house overlooking the Luxembourg
garden.

"The stairs look decent enough," said Mon~
sieur Bergeret,cc but it's rather a stiff climb/*

"Nonsense, Lucien. You are quite young
enough to go up five short flights of stairs with-
out getting exhausted."
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